DRAFT EMAIL
Dear (HEAD TEACHER’s name and Designated Safeguarding Lead’s name),
Re: Free resources to help tackle gender stereotypes for primary schools
I’m writing as a parent to recommend a free set of resources that I think could be a really useful addition to the school’s work around children’s wellbeing, relationships, equality and gender stereotypes.
The Children’s Society has recently made its Beyond Gender Stereotypes (BGS) programme freely available for primary schools. It is part of their wider Lifting Limits programme and is designed for children aged 7–11 (Years 3–6). The programme helps children recognise and challenge restrictive gender stereotypes and encourages children, whatever their gender, to feel able to pursue their interests, express themselves and develop healthy, respectful relationships.
The resources are designed to be used as part of PSHE and include:
· free, self-guided online training for school staff;
· three lessons for Years 3–4 and four lessons for Years 5–6;
· detailed lesson plans, PowerPoint presentations and downloadable classroom resources;
· guidance for teachers and school leaders; and
· resources to help schools engage parents and carers.
The resources can be accessed here: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/professionals/lifting-limits/beyond-gender-stereotypes
The programme has been developed and tested as an evidence-based intervention. The Children's Society reports that programme participants involved more than 5,400 children and 650 educators across 40 primary schools in England, with very positive feedback from both teachers and pupils.
I particularly like that the programme looks at gender stereotypes as something that can affect all children. These messages can influence children's confidence, interests, friendships, behaviour and aspirations from an early age, often in ways that are quite subtle.
I wondered whether the school would consider looking at the resources and whether Beyond Gender Stereotypes could form part of the school's PSHE or wider work on safeguarding, equality and children's wellbeing. 
I came across these resources through Misogyny-Free Schools, UK, a parent-led initiative supporting parents and carers to help primary schools address harmful gender stereotypes and create environments where all children can thrive. 
I also wondered whether there might be opportunities to take a whole-school approach to challenging gender stereotypes, beyond teacher training and individual lessons. For example, this could include looking at language and expectations across the school, resources and books, pupil voice and parent engagement. The Misogyny-Free-Schools website has ideas and resources that may be useful in thinking about this approach: https://www.misogyny-free-schools.uk/ 
[OPTIONAL – REMOVE IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO KEEP THIS AS AN INFORMATION SHARE]
I would also be very happy to support the school in thinking about this in whatever way might be useful, whether that is helping to share resources with other parents or exploring ways for parents like me to be involved in bringing some ideas to life.
Best wishes,
[Parent's name]
[Child's name / Year group, if appropriate]



